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The cities of Tizayuca in Hidalgo state and Texcoco in Mexico state are in heated competition to
convince federal authorities to locate the new Mexico City international airport in their community.
The Secretaria de Comunicaciones y Transportes (SCT) has promised a decision by June. Former
President Ernesto Zedillo's administration was thought to favor the Texcoco location, but delayed a
decision to allow completion of studies on environmental impact, land- use, and other factors (see
SourceMex, 1998-11-04 and 2000-05- 31).
The delay in naming Texcoco as the site for the new airport allowed Tizayuca more time to compile
the necessary data to present a more convincing argument to the government. Both locations have
advantages and disadvantages. For example, the Texcoco site is closer to Mexico City, which would
reduce the need to develop new infrastructure and ultimately reduce overall construction costs. But
this proximity to a populated area is also a disadvantage, since it has drawn opposition from area
residents.
A public opinion poll conducted among 13,500 registered voters who reside near the proposed
Texcoco site showed overwhelming opposition to constructing the airport at that location. Many of
the 71% of participants who opposed the airport cited concerns about the negative environmental
impact of the new facility.
Jaime Enriquez Felix, secretary-general of the center- left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica
(PRD) in Mexico state, accused local authorities, which are affiliated with the long-governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) of trying to force the people of Mexico state to accept the new
airport. "The new airport does not have to be in Mexico state," Enriquez said.
Still, many engineering and economic-development studies seem to favor the Texcoco site as the
best long-term option for the capital. Mitre, a prominent Virginia-based aeronautics engineering
company, said the Texcoco site is close to highways, surface transportation, and other infrastructure
that would make the site more viable. "The Texcoco alternative is as practical as it is desirable," said
MITRE, which conducted a study on the site in partnership with the Centro para el Desarrollo de
Sistemas Avanzados de Aviacion. "It would provide a long-term solution for the growth of air traffic
without causing major snags to airlines and the flying public."
The French company Aeroports de Paris, which conducted a study on behalf of Tizayuca, argues that
the Hidalgo site is much better suited for long-term growth. The study found the Tizayuca area has
ample space for expansion and is away from highly populated areas. Critics say the overall cost of
construction would be higher at Tizayuca because of expenditures to construct new highways and
extend rail lines to link the airport with the Mexico City metropolitan area.
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But Aeroports de Paris said the extension of infrastructure should not be viewed as an obstacle but
as an opportunity to develop Hidalgo state. The study suggested the new airport could be connected
with Mexico City via a bullet train or some other form of rapid transit. Another criticism of the
Tizayuca site is that it could interfere with operations at the nearby Santa Lucia air base, Mexico's
most important air base.
But the Aeroports de Paris study argues that the new airport would cause minimal disruption to
operations at Santa Lucia. Cerisola promised the SCT decision will not be made in a vacuum, but
include input from several parties. He said the government has solicited opinions from the Mexican
Senate and the Chamber of Deputies, presenting various studies on the subject to legislators.
In case the government deems the two sites equally viable, the SCT will rely on a survey of airport
users to make its decision, Cerisola told reporters in early March. "The SCT has an obligation to
gain citizen input when making the decision on the new airport," said Cerisola. "If one location is
the same as the other in economic, urban, social or ecological factors, then I will bring the matter to
the people." (Sources: The Journal of Commerce, 01/12/01; Novedades, 06/27/00, 02/28/01; Reforma,
02/27/01, 02/28/01, 03/02/01; La Jornada, 03/05/01; El Financiero, 06/27/00, 01/24/01, 02/05/01,
03/06/01; Notimex, 02/14/01, 02/19/01, 02/26/01, 03/06/01; El Universal, 06/27/00, 02/28/01, 03/06/01,
03/07/01; El Economista, 06/27/00, 03/02/01, 03/07/01)
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